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The rose-red city of Petra is famous for its magnificent rock-
cut tomb facades of the Nabataean and Roman periods. Regret-
tably, the later periods in Petra have not received sufficient
scholarly attention, so the discovery of a Byzantine church by
Kenneth W. Russell in 1990was a significant breakthrough in
our understanding of the Byzantine period in Petra. Following
Dr. Russell's death in 1992, the excavation of the church was
directed by Pierre Bikai and actual work in the field was led by
co-directors Zbigniew Fiema,Robert Schickand Khairieh 'Amr.
The project was funded by the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development (USAID), and supported by the Minis-
try of Tourism and the Department of Antiquities. Although
the excavations ended only in March 1993 and conservation

work at the site is still in progress,
some observations can be offered.
The church is a tripartite ba-

silica, measuring ca. 26 m (E/W)
by 15m (N/ S),with three apses to
the east and three entrances to the
west. The walls are preserved to 3
m above floor level in places. Much
of the material used for the con-
struction of the church, such as the
capitals, door jambs, and reliefs,
must have come from the already
ruined monuments of the Naba-
taean and Roman periods. While it
is'clear that the church underwent
some modifications after its con-
struction, its final form as an eccle-
siastical structure included a syn-
thronon in the central apse with a
large chancel platform in front of
it. The church complex also in-
cluded an atrium-a stone-paved
courtyard to the west.
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