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mads who were settling down to become
farmers rather than wandering hunters and
gatherers of wild foods initially built round
houses. These were easy to construct but had
a serious drawback—it was difficult to add a
room to a round structure. At Beidha, the
struggle for a solution is visible. There are
round houses, houses that are almost rectan-
gular but have curving walls and round cor-
ners and, finally, rectangular structures, some
with two stories.
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an tue vtner unabi@aiws ui the regios vefuie
them and since, to exist in a harsh and arid
environment by saving every drop of water
that they could. In the cliff at the entrance to
Siq al-Amti one can see steps leading up to a
modern door. This leads to a large Nabataean
cistern thatis currently in use by the Amareen
Bedouin of Beidha. The Amareen were
traditionally camel and goat herders who
provided services to passing caravans. Aslate
as 1929, caravans of 300 camels could be seen
at Beidha.
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Siqal -Barid (Cold ‘Zanyon) containsanumber
of Navataean carved “~cades w ich make it
reminiscent " “etra. However, most of the
structures here we e probably not tombs but
homes and snons. *Zool in the s+ and
rotected from the wind "~ the wintc | the
ocation would have bee.. ery attractive. It
could also be
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