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Archaeological Objects
carrying information about ancient life 
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GPIA



Project Tasks

 Creation of an archaeological database for the museum-management and 
scientific research

 Registration and description of the archaeological objects

 Photographing of each object and 3D-digitizing of selected objects

 Conservation of endangered archaeological objects

 Management of storage facilities and equipment of a conservation laboratory

 Establishment of a risk-preparedness plan

 Training of DoA’s staff



Jordan Archaeological 
Museum



Goals and Focus

Long-term maintainability

High usability



- No proprietary software / formats

- Well known and mature technologies

Debian

Ruby on Rails PostgreSQL

Server

Application Database

Database - Maintainability

Ruby on Rails

Actively developed since 2005

Top ten web application 
framework

PostgreSQL

Actively developed since 1996

Second most common (Open Source) 
database system

Debian

Actively developed since 1993

One of the most popular server 
system



Database 
Usability

Guide the user, only 
show what is needed

Avoid free-text, use 
lists where possible























Database Usability

• Avoid long lists by using 
smart lists



• So-called materialized path 
qualifies each entry

Database Design

Specified kind of object

Kind of object

Specified material

Material

Jug

Vessel

Bronze

Metal











Heritage at Risk
Establishment of a risk-preparedness plan
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Cultural Heritage and Natural Disasters
Risk Preparedness and the Limits of Prevention

Kulturerbe und Naturkatastrophen
Möglichkeiten und Grenzen der Prävention
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ICOMOS

ICOMOS



Training of Staff



FUNDING INITIATIVE PATRIMONIES

https://lisa.gerda-henkel-stiftung.de/einzigartiger_kulturraum?nav_id=7406&language=en.

www.zitadelle-amman.de

https://lisa.gerda-henkel-stiftung.de/einzigartiger_kulturraum?nav_id=7406&language=en.
http://www.zitadelle-amman.de/

